
Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
 
Hymn 407,   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

 

M: O Lord, open my lips. 

C: And my mouth shall declare your praise. 

 

M: Hasten to save me, O God. 

C: O Lord, come quickly to help me. 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of prayer. We thank 

you for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have 

gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our 

sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of thanks 

and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Old Testament Lesson: Exodus 12:21-30 

Pharoah hungered for slave labor for Egypt. Israel was starving for 

salvation. The LORD satisfied that hunger through the Passover meal.  

 

Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go 

and take lambs for yourselves according to your family size, and slaughter 

the Passover lamb. You shall take a bundle of hyssop, dip it in the blood that 

is in the basin, and paint the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that 

is in the basin. None of you are to go out of the door of your house until 

morning. When the LORD passes through to strike Egypt and sees the blood 

on the lintel and the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over that door and 

will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you.  

“You shall observe these instructions as a perpetual regulation for you 

and your descendants. When you enter the land that the LORD will give you 

just as he said he would, you shall observe this ceremony. So when your 

children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ you will say, ‘It 

is the sacrifice of the Passover to the LORD, who passed over the houses of 

the Israelites in Egypt. When he struck the Egyptians, he spared our 

houses.’ ”  

The people bowed down and worshipped. The Israelites went and did 

all this. They did just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron.  

At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on his throne, to the firstborn of the 

prisoner who was in the dungeon, even all the firstborn of the livestock. 

During the night Pharaoh got up—he, all his servants, and all the 

Egyptians—and there was a loud outcry in Egypt, for there was not a house 

where there was not someone dead. 
 

Psalm 116B (See Bulletin insert) 

 

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 

We thirst for loving fellowship with God one another. That thirst is quenched 

in the cup of thanksgiving. 

 

The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of 

Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a communion of the body of Christ? 

Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread.   

 

Verse of the Day: Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   

 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 14:12-26 

Judas’ appetite for money would lead him to betray Jesus. Jesus hungered 

for our salvation. So, on this night, he instituted the Lord’s Supper.    

 

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover 

lamb is sacrificed, his disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and 

prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He sent two of his disciples and said to 

them, “Go into the city, and there a man carrying a jar of water will meet 

you. Follow him. Wherever he enters, tell the owner of the house that the 

Teacher says, ‘Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with 

my disciples?’ He will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. 

Make preparations for us there.”  

His disciples left and went into the city and found things just as he had 

told them; and they prepared the Passover.  

When it was evening, he arrived with the Twelve.  

While they were reclining and eating, Jesus said, “Amen I tell you: One 

of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.”  

They began to be sorrowful and said to him one by one, “Surely not I?”  

He said to them, “It is one of the Twelve, one who is dipping bread with 

me in the dish. Indeed, the Son of Man is going to go just as it has been 



written about him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! 

It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”  

While they were eating, Jesus took bread. When he had blessed it, he 

broke it and gave it to them, saying, “Take it. This is my body.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them. They all drank 

from it. He said to them, “This is my blood of the new testament, which is 

poured out for many. Amen I tell you: I will certainly not drink again of the 

fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

After they sang a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 

Hymn 395,   “What Grace Is This!” 

 

Sermon: God on Trial: Respite       Luke 22:7-20 

                   

Prayer of the Church 

 

 

The Communion Liturgy, page 165 in Christian Worship 

 

Hymn 677, “The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord” 

 

The Blessing 

 

Hymn 402, vv. 1-3, “Glory Be to Jesus” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 116B 

 

 
  
I love the LORD, for he / heard my voice; 
    he heard my cry for / mercy. 
Because he turned his / ear to me, 
    I will call on him as long / as I live. 
The LORD is gracious and / righteous; 
    when I was brought low, he / saved me.   Refrain 
  
What shall I return / to the LORD 
    for all his good- / ness to me? 
I will lift up the cup of sal- / vation 
    and call on the name / of the LORD. 
Precious in the sight / of the LORD 
    is the death of his faithful / servants. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 
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